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April Showers 
FROM YOUR CHAPTER DIRECTORS 

Monty and Sue Scott 
 -April showers bring May flowers; right well at 
least that is the logic I use explains all the weeds 
growing in our flower bead.  The truth is that on the nice 
days we must get on our Wing and ride, on the rainy 
days you cannot get out in the flowerbeds to pull weeds, 
it is too wet.  I will have to think up a new reason for 
next month; after all it is my birthday month – that 
should be good enough. 
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 What a party.  The Alabama District Leaders 
and Staff provided us another great rally in 
Huntsville to begin the month with a bang.  Over 500 
full registration and day passes were treated to an 
absolutely great weekend.  As advertised there were 
just enough vendors with plenty of goodies to assist 
us in every need for our Wings and ourselves.  I am 
sure it was more than I budgeted for, but we can’t 
take it with us and it is our patriotic duty to improve 
the economy.  We even had a State Trooper 
demonstrating the importance of using seatbelts and 
ready to answer other safety questions about the 
highways and byways of Alabama. It all started with 
a FUN dinner on Thursday evening with, as always, 
more food than we could eat and great camaraderie 
with old and new friends forever.  There were plenty 
of training programs for us to participate in as well as 
information displays to help us become better and 
safer riders.  Of course the serious and comedy 
programs presented during the talent show were fun 
and our own Danny Daniel M C’d the program 
greatly.  Marcia Daniel brought home recognition for 
Chapter “F” with her exceptional efforts in the 
scrapbook/history book of our rides and gatherings.  
The Huntsville location attracted a large contingency 
of Gold Wingers from all over the Region as well as 
a few folks from far away.  We had great weather and 
as always it rained during the rally, but some way it 
managed to occur during the early, early morning of 
Saturday, not affecting those of us who slept in late.  

The Marriot staff provided us with the greatest accommodations and service beyond what we could 
have ever expected.  The closing announcement of next year’s Alabama Rally being in the same 
location brought a round of applause and we are all looking forward to gathering next April. 
 A week later “F” troopers headed to two different parties; the early birds headed to Chapter 
“G” fun day in support benefiting Lowery Community Center and us late sleepers joined the 
Mechler family to celebrate Leo’s birthday.   
 Our chapter gathering on the third Tuesday at the Golden Coral provided good times with 
our “F” troop family and also a personal invitation from Chapter “T” to join them Saturday, June 
5th for their fun day.  Chapter “T” always puts on a great party and this one is promised to be even 
better than previous years.  In addition to a good lunch, games, and drawings, it will be at a new 
location with better seating, live music, and a lot of fun to benefit Eldridge Children’s Home.  
Marcia reported that we had the volunteers needed to fill our baseball fund raising activity, but if 
additional folks join us, we will be able to take breaks during the work shift to make it easier for all 
of us.  Fred addressed drivers’ safety activities as well as our participation in the Statewide 
Motorcycle awareness month of May.  We will be working with Chapter “M” at the I-85 South 



Welcome station to distribute awareness and safety information on May 15th.  I had to plead guilty 
(dumb) in going to our Thursday evening dinner at Ixtapa’s a week early, then to add to my skills, I 
got Sue out to the same event a week late.  For my unmatched gift in scheduling I was awarded the 
Chapter neck ware for next month and since we were already out, Sue “allowed” me to take her to 
dinner.  Additionally, we had a fun experiment in a made up hypnosis demonstration.  Barry 
provided us with a preview of the May ride schedule and Charlotte announced the prayer and 
praise requests.  We closed the gathering with nametag, birthday, and 50/25/25 drawings.   
 The last Saturday of April we made our way to the Opelika Civitan club for a fish fry that is 
always great.  Of course that was the weekend of the worst storms in April, so we 4-wheeled it 
there to be safe in the spring storms.  Really, we are looking forward to a weekend that it does not 
rain for a change.  Our last scheduled activity for April is a Thursday night dinner at Ming’s 
Garden (another opportunity for my scheduling skills), which I intend to be sure Sue and I are at 
the right place at the right time…. 
  As always, keep safe, have fun, and keep the wheels rolling, looking forward to seeing you 
soon, from Monty and Sue to all of you. 

 
 Look for your member number 
somewhere in the chapter chatter if you 
find it it’s worth $5 bucks. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STUFF FROM THE DISTRICT FOLKS 
 

We are here in a Tornado Watch trying to get ready to go to South Alabama 
tomorrow. I think Spring has finally arrived with a vengeance. I am glad 
that the temperature has finally gone up but I don’t like tornado season. 
For all that have not heard, we met with the members who are starting up a 
new Chapter in Guntersville that will be AL V. Rich and Nancy Follet, long 
time GWRRA members, are the Chapter Directors. There will be a Kickoff 
on 16 May that looks like a lot of fun for all. Please make plans to come and 
help get this Chapter going in true Alabama style. 
The Alabama Convention (Rally) was wonderful. We had the best weather 
we have had in years and we got to see so many of you that we lost track 
and welcomed some of you three or four times, nice problem to have. We 
had over 200 for the dinner, 250 for ice cream and 580 that attended. Anita 
and I would like to thank all of you who attended and we hope you had a 

really good time. We will be back at the Marriott in Huntsville again next year and are looking forward to having 
more fun than the last time. 
We attended the AL G Funday and had a super time with Doyce and Diane and their whole crew. As usual we had a 
lot of food, conversation and just walking around kicking tires. There were 78 bikes and over 130 members from 9 
Chapters and 2 states. Good job folks and we are already looking forward to next year. 
After the Funday we toured South Alabama with Mr JJ Jackson as the leader and tour guide for the ride to Phoenix 
City for Chapter AL M’s meeting. There were lots of folks in attendance and again some great food. If you get a 
chance drop by and see Craig and Carol and their participants for some great camaraderie.  
We have completed 2 out of three Officer Certification Program classes. We had this one in Huntsville and had 25 
attend as well as Frank and Linda came up from Bessemer to help get it going and to teach an extra class so I could 
go see my grandson play soccer, thank you Frank. The class went really well and even some old time GWRRA 
members learned some new things. This is twice we have presented this and both times I have been told by new and 
old Chapter Directors’ that they have learned some worthwhile things. Please come and attend one of the classes. 
The more you know the more fun you will have. 
We have just returned home from the TN Convention in Pigeon Forge and we had a great turnout by AL members. 
Thanks to Ken and Julie and their membership for showing us a great time and making us always feel welcome to 
come and enjoy your Convention. 
We have two fun activities coming in May that we are looking forward to. We are doing the South picnic in Roland 
Cooper State Park again this year on May 8 and Paul and Gladys Luker and family have agreed to cook for all of us 
again. 
For those that don’t know, May is Motorcycle Awareness Month and Terry and Barbie have put together a new way 
to show others motorcycles are out there. We will have people in all the Welcome Centers in AL on the 15th of May. 
Please check with your Chapter Director and find out what Welcome Center your Chapter is working.  All help in 
this MAD day will be appreciated by the Bikers as well as the cars and trucks we share the road with. 
For information on AL activities and pictures of what we are doing please go to or web site, http://www.alabama-
gwrra.org/ and enjoy. 

Please remember that Freedom isn’t Free and remember our folks who are in Harm’s Way, be they Military, Law 
Enforcement, EMTs or Firemen. 

The next time you think about riding, call a friend, they are probably thinking the same thing. 
Please ride Safe and Often,  
Roy and Anita 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

WHATS HAPPNIN AROUNG THE DISTRICT? 
 

May - 2010  
  
8,    Sat - AL District Picnic (South) -- 10am-2pm - Roland Cooper State Park, 
Camden  
  
9,    Sun - Mother's Day  
13,    Thu - GWRRA - TX District Rally (Thru Saturd ay)  
14,    Fri - Niehaus Goldwing Appreciation Days  
    - Bike-O-Rama  
    - River City Ride, Bike Rally and Blues Festiva l -- thru Sunday  
15,    Sat - MAD Day  
  
16,    Sun - Chapter V Kickoff Party -- Lake Gunter ville Wings 1-4 pm - Beach 
Pavillion Gunterville State Park (near campground a nd boat ramp)$10. per person 
includes food, drink, ice cream, door prize ticket.    
22,    Sat - Chapter-N - Annual Ogden House Poker R un -- Poker Run to Benefit 
Ogden House Teen Shelter - Rider: $10, Co-rider: $5 , Reg: 8am, FBO: 9am, LBO: 
10am, LBI: 1pm. - Best & Worst hands - Beautiful Mo untain Ride - L.B. Wallace Park 
Pavilion, Guntersville, off 431 on Sunset Drive. In fo: 256-442-3625  
  
27,    Thu - GWRRA - AR District Rally (Thru Saturd ay)  
  
31,    Mon - Memorial Holiday  
  
June - 2010  
  
5,    Sat - Chapter-T -- Fun Day  (It's A Party) --  10:00am-2:00pm McCalla1stAlliance 
Church 5900 McAshanRoad McCalla, Alabama 35111 
Admission Only $10 including LUNCH PLATE Live Enter tainment, 50/25/25 Drawing, 
Door Prizes Benefitting ELDRIDGE CHILDRENS HOME  
  
12,    Sat - South Officer Certification Program (T hru Sunday) -- 8am - Best Western 
Crossroads Inn, 2343 US Hwy 331 S., DeFuniak Spring s,Fl., 32435. Conjunction with 
FL and GA  
    - Camp Smile-A-Mile's MC Ride  
  
17,    Thu - GWRRA Georgia District Rally (Thru Sat urday)  
18,    Fri - Hannigan Homecoming -- Hannigan Motors ports, 4044 U.S. Hwy. 641 
South, Murray, Kentucky 42071  
  
30,    Wed - Wing-Ding (Thru Saturday)  
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 LEO MECHLER       BARRY & RITA LABARRE 
 DANNY DANIEL       289299-01  
          FRED & CAROL RATAN 
 
 

���������	
���������
�
�
 
JOHN DAVIS AND TOM DAVISSON – NAME TAG 
ELLEN HAMILTON AND DANNY DANIEL – 25-25 
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Jay Morgan has a couple of COUGAR MUFFLERS for an 1 800 he’s willing to part 
with for $200 bucks 334.272.1206 
 
 

MINGS CHINESE DINNER OUTING 
By Tom Mechler 

 
Well, I for one had a great time at the Mings Dinne r get-together.  Lots of nice folks 
showed up; Both sets of Mechlers. Meady, Charlotte,  the Venables, Scotts, La 
Barre’s and a couple of folks we hadn’t seen for a while the Morgans and Gordons.  
A fine bunch.  And there were definite indications that riding weather has returned 
as most folks arrived on their bikes.  Monty and Su e told us we would get plenty of 
food and they were right.  I think just about every one took a “ta-go” box home.  It 
was sure good to see Jay hobbling about at least he  could get around but I still 
think Sally could out run him if need be and Hugh a nd Helen out to enjoy the 
evening after being in and out of the hospitals for  the past several weeks – 
months??  Anyway we all had a good time and to all that could not make it – we 
missed ya and hope to see you next time. 
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MAY 1ST    RIDE TO ANNISTON CENTENNIAL MEMORIAL PARK AND T HEN TO 
TOP OF THE RIVER RESTURANT.  LEAVE MONTGOMERY HONDA  AT 9AM. 
MAY 7TH     WORK BISCUITS BALL GAME.  MEET AT STADIUM 5PM. 
MAY 8TH     SOUTH DISTRICT PICNIC ROLAND COOPER STATE PARK.   LEAVE 
MONTGOMERY HONDA AT 8AM. 
MAY 11TH    STAFF MEETING BARRY & RITA'S HOUSE 6:30PM. 
MAY 15TH    MAY DAY ALABAMA WELCOME CENTER ALABAMA/GEORGIA L INE I 
85.  MORE INFO TO FOLLOW. 
MAY 18TH    CHAPTER GATHERING 6:00 PM TO EAT 7:00PM TO GATHE R.  GOLDEN 
CORRAL EASTERN BLVD. MONTGOMERY. 
MAY 22ND   RIDE TO VULCAN PARK IN BIRMINGHAM AND THEN EAT A T 
IRONDALE CAFE.  LEAVE MONTGOMERY HONDA AT 11AM - OR  -   
SPRING FLY-IN AT WETUMPKA MUNICIPAL AIRPORT – FROM 8AM-2: 30PM  -
MEET AT HONDA SHOP AT 10:30AM FOR THIS ONE. 
MAY 29TH   MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND.  NO RIDE SCHEDULED . 
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RRRIIINNNGGG, RRRIIINNNGGG 
    HELLO 
HI HONEY  
THIS IS DADDY - IS MOMMY NEAR THE PHONE 
NO DADDY SHE'S UPSTAIRS WITH UNCLE DAVE 

- - - AFTER A BRIEF PAUSE - - - 
BUT HONEY YOU HAVEN'T GOT AN UNCLE DAVE 
OH YES I DO, AND HE'S UPSTAIRS IN THE ROOM WITH MOM MY RIGHT NOW 
 --- ANOTHER BRIEF PAUSE --- 
OK HONEY THEN THIS IS WHAT I WANT YOU TO DO – PUT T HE PHONE DOWN ON THE TABLE, 
RUN UPSTAIRS AND KNOCK ON THE BEDROOM DOOR AND SHOU T TO MOMMY THAT DADDY'S 
CAR JUST PULLED INTO THE DRIVEWAY. 
  OK DADDY JUST A MINUTE - - - - A FEW MINUTES & THE LITTLE GIRL RETURNS - - - I DID IT  
AND WHAT HAPPENED HONEY?   
WELL MOMMY GOT ALL SCARED, JUMPED OUT OF BED WITH N O CLOTHS ON AND RAN 
AROUND SCREAMING.  THEN SHE TRIPPED OVER THE RUG, HIT HER HEAD ON THE DRESSER 
AND NOW SHE ISN'T MOVING AT ALL . 
OH MY GOD!!! WHAT ABOUT YOUR UNCLE DAVE ?  HE JUMPED OUT OF THE BED WITH NO 
CLOTHES ON TOO.  HE WAS ALL SCARED AND HE JUMPED OU T OF THE BACK WINDOW AND 
INTO THE SWIMMING POOL BUT I GUESS HE DIDN'T KNOW T HAT YOU TOOK OUT THE WATER 
LAST WEEK TO CLEAN IT.  HE HIT THE BOTTOM OF THE PO OL AND I THINK HE'S DEAD 
 --- LONG PAUSE ---  
THEN DADDY SAYS – swimming pool????  IS THIS 486-57 31    
- LITTLE GIRLS REPLIES – NO I THINK YOU HAVE THE WRON G NUMBER. 
 
 
 



 
EDUCATION AND STUFF 

 
Helmet Safety  

By Tom Mechler 
 
 

At our April gathering Fred Rattan lead us in a dis cussion about helmet safety.  
Obviously we all wear our helmets when we ride but how often do we check them to 
be sure they are in good operating condition.  I.E.  not cracked or worn to the point 
that the padding is no longer effective.   
The purpose of the helmet is to protect your head a nd face should you have an 
unwarranted, unhappy and otherwise undesirable expe rience of taking a nose dive 
from you bike and doing an up close and personal wi th the pavement.  Seconds 
before hitting the asphalt you don’t want to be thi nking;  Gee I sure wish I had 
bought that new helmet when I discovered the crack in the back of mine.  Its just not 
a good time for thoughts like this and certainly to o late of any defensible action.   So 
inspect your helmet frequently, be sure it fits com fortably and when you clean your 
windshield don’t forget the one you might have on y our helmet.  Having a dirty visor 
to look through is not only a nuisance it’s a distr action and is a problem that easily 
prevented.   
When purchasing a helmet be sure to look for the DO T and/or Snell sticker on the 
inside or outside of the helmet.  The sticker means  the helmet meets the safety 
test standards of the U.S. Department of Transporta tion and/or the Snell Memorial 
Foundation. 
If you would like to read more information about he lmet safety check out the 
following web site.  http://www.msf-usa.org/downloads/helmet_CSI.pdf  
 
Go to this web site and see some really cool helmet s 
http://www.collthings.co.uk/2009/04/motorcycle-helm ets.html  
 
 
When it happens and it probably will - you don’t wa nt to be like these guys…he may 
survive she’s probably toast…  
 
 



PRAYER AND PRAISE 
   
 
 

PRAY FOR OUR FIENDS AND RIDING COMPANIONS 
 
Gordons - Helen has been sick remember her  
Buchanans – Buck and Alice need our prayers  
Katie Arthur – She has been sick off and on for a w hile and 
is going in to the hospital 
Fred Ratan – Has been told he needs serious back su rgery  
Gerald Vogt – Donnie Puckette's half brother very i ll needs 
our prayers  
Jacob Kelly – Friend of Bernie's recovering from gu n shot wound 
Laura Jemisson – An old friend of the chapter - Die d 20 April - God love Her! 
 
 
Always pray for our soldiers and their families - t hey keep us free 
 
 
Praise 
Alice is out of the hospital but not out of the woo ds yet keep those prayers coming 
 

AMEN 



`    PEARL HARBOR   FREEDOM IS NOT FREE - REMEMBER THOSE WHO DIED SO WE CAN BE         PEARL HARBOR 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

  

      BARRY & RITA  

LA BARRE 

1 
Ride to Anniston 
Centennial Park - 

Dinner - Top of The 
River Restaurant 
9am Honda Shop 

2 3 4 

5 

6 7 
BISCUITS 

BASSBALL GAME 
5pm @ Ballpark 
enter west-side   

8 
District Picnic at 
Roland Cooper 

State Park 
8am Honda Shop 

9 10 11  
STAFF MEETING 

Leo Mechler 

12 13 14 15 
MAD Weekend 
Meet at Georgia 
Line Rest Area 

Or  
Fishing Rodeo 

16 17 18 
CHAPTER 

GATHERING 

19 20 21 
FRED & CAROL 

RATTAN 

22 
Ride to Volcan Park – 
Dinner - Irondale Cafe 
9am Honda Shop or  
Spring Fly-in 10:30 

Honda Shop 

23/30 24/31 25 26 27 28 
Have a great  
Memorial Day 

Weekend 
 

Danny Daniel 

29 


